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15-51 ORLEANS EAS.790 


Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Address: 169 Samoset Road Rear 


Historic Name: Knowles — Nobili House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: 1926, ca. 1980 

Source: deeds, censuses, vital records 

Style/Form: 


Contemporary Traditional 


Architect/Builder: Winfred J. Knowles, builder (1926) 
Conrad D. Nobili, architect (ca. 1980) 
Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete block 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 
Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Original Bungalow enlarged and restyled, ca. 1980 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yes] Date: 


Acreage: 1.118 


Setting: The house is located in a residential subdivision 


at the end of a long lane leading from Samoset Road to 
Little Muddy Pond. 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Knowles — Nobili House appears to have a Craftsman Bungalow, built in 1926 at its core. Extensive alterations and 
additions have altered the house into an idiosyncratic assemblage likely completed in an incremental manner over the past 40 
years. The entrance is centered in a north-facing gabled fagade skewed by raising a side wall on one side and a shed dormer on 
the other. A veranda spans the front, with a pediment denoting the location of the entrance, and wraps around the west side and 
across a two-story hyphen linking to a story-and-a-half gable-roof wing. The south side of the house has a similar arrangement 
of components. The house is centered in a small yard with the rest of the parcel being wooded. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In March 1926 Chester Franklin Horton (1869-1938) sold 1.5 acres for an unstated price of Eastham carpenter Winfred James 
Knowles (1892-1982). The deed does not mention the presence of buildings, but, six days later when Knowles secured a $1500 
mortgage from Wellfleet Savings Bank, the mortgage deed mentions land and buildings. The parcel, which borders Muddy Pond 
at its southeast corner, was probably at one time part of the 8-acre Joshua Nickerson homestead, which Horton had acquired 
from Nickerson’s son in 1894. Horton lived at 155 Samoset Road (EAS.67) and owned and two to three cottages between 1902 
and his death." 


The son of Freeman E. and Nettie F. Walker Knowles, Winfred J. Knowles was working on his father’s farm in 1910 and as a 
laborer for the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad by 1917. In 1913 he married Alta Horton Nickerson, the daughter of 
William Horton Nickerson and his wife Tamson A. Clark. The 1930 census lists Knowles on Samoset Road with his wife and 
their two teenage children, William H. and Miriam F.; he was then working as a salesperson for Ward’s Bakery. In 1931 Knowles 
lost the house to another mortgagor, Sandwich Co-operative Bank, and bought it back in 1934; he took out another mortgage 
the same day with Home Owners’ Loan Corporation. By late 1937 Knowles had again defaulted, and Home Owners’ Loan 
Corporation acquired the property early in 1938.2 The 1940 census shows Winfred Knowles his wife, and their young daughter 
Jean on State Road in Eastham, and Knowles had returned to carpentry. 


In April 1945 Home Owners’ Loan Corporation sold the property to John E. and Marion M. Tonner of Boston.? John Ellis Tonner 
was born in Canton and was a bartender in Boston in 1940; by 1945 he was working in a garage and lived in South Boston. The 
Tonners owned the Eastham property for about eighteen months and sold it in November 1946 to Mary Gildersleeve of Orleans, 
who apparently did not occupy it; in June 1948 she sold it to Roscoe R. and Marion L. Lee of Chatham. Born in Malden, Roscoe 
Richard Lee (1909-70) was the son of Asa Roscoe Lee (1886-1974), who was born in North Eastham in 1885 and was the son 
of Simon “Frank” Lee and his wife Nettie Nickerson. Roscoe grew up in Malden and visited his Eastham grandfather often in the 
1910s. By 1929 the families of both Asa R. and Roscoe moved back to Eastham, and in 1930 father and son were shell 
fisherman and lived on the State Highway. In 1940 they were both working on the countywide moth control project and living on 
Massasoit Road. 


1 Joseph W. Nickerson, Chatham, to Chester F. Horton, 28 April 1894, BCD 210:547; Chester F. Horton to Winfred J. Knowles, 20 March 
1926, BCD 432:361; Winfred J. Knowles to Wellfleet Savings Bank, 26 March 1926, BCD 432:361. Three years later Horton sold a smaller 
parcel just south of 155 Samoset Road to another builder, Oscar F. Southard, who probably built 161 Samoset Road Rear on it; in the same 
deed Horton sold Southard the triangular parcel on which 171 Samoset Road Rear was built. 
? Sandwich Co-operative Bank to Sandwich Co-operative Bank, October 1931, BCD 486:203; Sandwich Co-operative Bank to Winfred J. 
Knowles, 13 February 1934, BCD 499:393; Winfred J. Knowles to Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, 13 February 1934, BCD 500:222 
(mortgage deed); Winfred J. Knowles to Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, 11 February 1938, BCD 536:266 (foreclosure deed). 
3 Home Owners’ Loan Corporation to John E. and Marion M. Tonner, Boston, 12 April 1945, BCD 626:369. 
4 John E. and Marion M. Tonner, Boston, to Mary Gildersleeve, Orleans, 16 November 1946, BCD 659:433; Mary Gildersleeve, Orleans, to 
Roscoe R. and Marion L. Lee, Chatham, 14 June 1948, BCD 696:295. 
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Roscoe Richard Lee died in 1970, and his wife, by 1971 remarried, sold her own interest and that owned by her husband’s 
estate to Frances Barnett McMorrow Houghton (1902-91) and her married daughter Pamela Nobili.° In 1944 Houghton, then 
living in Woburn, had acquired a lot just south of Chester Horton’s land that also bordered Muddy Pond and land owned by 
Horton and his brother Stanley from Bertha C. Horton, the wife of their brother Clarence (1889-1968).° She then lived in Woburn 
with her husband Gerald R. Houghton, a shoe salesman; daughter Pamela was then ten years old. Gerald Houghton died in 
1955. 


Pamela Houghton married Conrad Decius Nobili (1935-2006), a hotel designer and president of the architectural firm Jutras, 
Nobili, Dougenik in Duxbury. He had learned about Eastham from classmates at Milton Academy, and in 1961 he and his wife 
acquired land on Coast Guard Beach and built what was locally called the “butterfly house,” destroyed in the blizzard of 1978. 
Pamela Nobili’s mother was living “off Samoset Road” in 1971 when she and her daughter acquired 169 Samoset Road Rear. In 
2003 Pamela Nobili deeded the parcel where 167 and 169 Samoset Road Rear stood to her son Nicolas T. Nobili and his wife 
Moira, who were the owners of record in 2020.’ 
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5 Marion L. Court, Harwich, to Frances B. Houghton, off Samoset Road, and Pamela A. Nobili, Marshfield Hills, 12 March 1971, BCD 
1503:668; Marion L. Court, Harwich, administrator estate Roscoe Richard Lee, to Frances B. Houghton, off Samoset Road, and Pamela N. 
Nobili, Marshfield Hills, 12 March 1971, BCD 1503:665. 
§ Bertha C. Horton to Frances B. Houghton, 22 July 1944, BCD 615:558. 
7 Pamela A. Nobili, 845 Doane Road, to Nicolas T. and Moira B. Nobili, 6 February 2003, BCD 16368:167. The two houses are depicted on 
“Plan of Land 167R & 169R Samoset Road, Eastham, MA, as Surveyed for Pamela N. Nobili,” 22 January 2003, BCP 579:29. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL IMAGES 


PLAN OF LAND 


SAMOSET ROAD 
EASTHAM, MA, 


AS SURVETED FOR 


PAMELA A. NOBIL! 


ON ee , es mm ROA ry 


MUDDY POND 


The Nobili plan of 2003 depicts 169 Samoset Road Rear to the south of 167 Samoset Road Rear (BCP 579:29). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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View from SE. 
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View from south. 
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